Semantic relations of the word in aphasics.
The study of the semantic relations of the word in aphasics was performed by an associative experiment applied in two samples, one of 20 aphasic patients and the other of 40 normal subjects. Following application of this associative experiment in normal subjects, a model design was achieved based on the hierarchy of the categories within the semantic field. In this model, the associations were grouped by meaning into semantic categories, while the categories were hierarchized according to the number of words included and to their frequency of association. Comparison of the single model design performed by each aphasic with the normal model design showed a deterioration of the semantic categories, hierarchy, but on a background of a marked reduction of the number of categories within the semantic field of the stimulus. The aphasics lost 2/3 of the associations found in normals but the functionality of the 1/3 left was decreased. This may be the basic reason for the unsuccessful word-finding process in aphasics.